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~~~~~~~~~city of Houston B1ownfields Redevelopment Program 

BACKGROUND 

The City of Houston envisions a plan for addressing brownfields by focusing on redevelopment of land 
w ithin the Federal Urban Enhanced Enterprise Community (EEC). In 1994, the City of Houston received 
the EEC designation. The city's rapid economic growth during the 1970's and 80's contributed to the 
sudden expansion o f the north, northwest, west and southwest sides of the City . Industry and 
residents moved to these outlying areas, leaving behind a popu lation with relatively low skills and 
limited assets as well as large tracts of land, some of which are environmentally affected from prev ious 
industrial usage. This economically-disadvantaged inner city population will be the group to directly 
benefit the most from the redevelopment of brownfields. 

GOALS AND OBJECTIVES 

The overall goal of Houston 's Brownfields Redevelopment Program is to 

+ Provide a direct and indirect increase in jobs and quality of life, 
+ Establish a permanent organizational infrastructure for future brownfields developments, 
+ Revitalize unused inner-city property within the EEC, and 
+ Bring tax delinquent properties back onto City tax rolls. 

To achieve this, Houston will develop a process model for brownfield redevelopment, select a pilot 
project, and work through the process model to evaluate its effect on the economic vitality of the EEC. 
Subsequent refinement of the model and the organizational infrastructure will encourage the 
identification and redevelopment of Brownfields in Houston. This program will initially focus on 
projects within the EEC and eventually into other areas of the city. Houston Mayor Bob Lanier' s first 
four years in o ffice have been dedicated to revitalization. To date, Mayor Lanier' s revitalization 
programs have targeted 42 older close-in Houston neighborhoods for sidewalks, parks, housing, 
sanitation, traffic and street improvements. This Brownfield Redevelopment Program will enhance and 
complement these programs. The prime objectives of this program are as follows: 

+-:!. Establish a Land Redevelopment Committee (LRC), 
+ 2 Select candidate projects (up to 1 0) and establish criteria for redevelopment , 
+ ?'; Establish a communication and educational process with targeted communities , and 
+ Identify incentives and obstacles to the program. 

Successful completion of these objectives will be measured by the successful redevelopment of a 
brownfield site, the establishment of long term employment opportunities, and the permanence of the 
LRC. These measurements of success are more fully .described in a later section of this application. 
The EPA-funded aspect of this grant will serve to provide funding (in part or in whole) for these 
3ctivi ~i \ls : 

+, ~ Identification of candidate sites within the EEC, 
+1 Evaluation and environmental assessment o f a "short list" of candidate sites. 
t ?5 Education and solicitation of input from the selected project's stakeholders, 
+ Educational materials meetings, and outreach programs for the community, 
+( Establishment of the LRC organization, and 
+ Evaluation of f inancial incentive programs for the pilot project. 



~~~~~~~~~city of Houston Brownfields Redevelopment Program 

SITE 4 : Tract 300.24: This site is within the EEC and is comprised of two entire city blocks in a 
predominantly A frican-American neighborhood. It had been targeted by Habitat For Humanity to 
develop an entire subdivision of single family affordable homes. Over the last year, Habitat has 
rejected the site for housing development due to the perceived potential for contamination attributed 
to past land uses. Such uses include linen and uniform cle<ming services with the potential for solvent 
storage and disposal. Currently, planning efforts for the sne have focused on economic development 
initiatives, i.e. light manufacturing/warehousing. This site is strategic to the objectives of the Third 
Ward Master Plan and the Dowling Street Corridor Project. 

SITE 5: Tract 502.00: This 2.3 acre site is within the EEC and is currently targeted by the Shalom Zone 
Community Development Corporation of the Methodist Church. The local nonprofit is currently 
investigating the feasibility to the develop the site for for economic development, i.e. light 
manufacturing and warehousing. Parcels adjacent to the site are characterized by past land uses that 
are indicative of the U.S. 59 corridor. Such uses include heavy manufacturing/industrial and many 
abandoned sites along the corridor have not been remediated. This site is located in a predominantly 
African-American neighborhood. 

SITE 6: 509.03: This 18.5 acre site is contiguous to the EEC and is located within a predominantly 
Hispanic neighborhood. The site was formerly a trucking terminal and had been targeted by developers 
for a potential retail center. Such a development would have complemented the Zona Rosa Commercial 
Revitalization Project. However, due to the need for significant remediation of soil and groundwater, 
retail developers rejected the site. Instead, an adjacent truck terminal expanded its operation onto the 
site without any remediation. 

SITE 7: 402.02: Lrhi site is cl>mprised of Qile entire city bloc and is located in a predom1nantl\' 
African-American neighborhood. It is contiguous to the EEC. It should be noted that the site is just 
within a census tract that is predominantly White in population. However, the immediate neighborhood 
surrounding the site is predominantly African-American. The Freedmen'rTown Association a locaJ 
nonJ)Tofit, has targeted the site for the aevelopment ol single iamily affordable housing. Past land use 
patterns suggest the potential for contamination. Currently. a ~ase 2 assessment is being conducted 
to determine the_need for any r_emediation. 

The above sites represent opportunities for neighborhood redevelopment, but development has been 
delayed or abandoned due to the perceived threat of environmental contamination. Each site is located 
in a distinct neighborhood within or adjacent to the EEC. In each case, local nonprofit organizations 
are in the process of overcoming perceived environmental hazards. Furthermore, the successful 
redevelopment of each site will help contribute to the revitalization of surrounding neighborhoods. 
Census tract boundaries and demographics are included for each site and can be found in Appendix 
c. 

Based on the EPA's recent "No Further Remedial Action Planned" (NFRAP) sites list and CERCUS site 
list, there are at least 15 potential brownfields properties located within the EEC. Investigation of sites 
included on the state suspected sites list and knowledge of contamination from the private sector 
should increase this number. Although the NFRAP list indicates there will be no further action by the 
federal government, the mere listing of these sites may have discouraged developers from investing 
in the area. All of these sites will be included in a review by the Land Redevelopment Committee for 
selection of candidate projects. ( See Appendix B for maps and current lists.) 
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~~~~~~~~~city of Houston Brownfields Redevelopment Program 

YEAR ONE 

COMMUNITY OUTREACH - NEWSLETIER 
• 3 Newsletters - Printing 
• Postage 

BUDGET 

MISCELLANEOUS SUPPLIES - PUBLIC MEETINGS 

ADVERTISE RFQ 

PHASE I ESA' s (est . 8 properties) 
• Project Set-Up 
Materials 
• Aerial Photos 
• Record Searches 
• Maps, Etc. 
• Title Searches 
• Miscellaneous 
• Research 
• Report Preparation 
• Printing 

PROPERTY APPRAISALS 

BROWNFIELOS EOUCA TIONAL SEMINAR 

CONTINGENCIES 

TOTAl YEAR ONE 

YEAR TWO 

COMMUNTIY OUTREACH - NEWSLETTER 
• 4 Newsletters - Printing 
• Postage 

MISCELLANEOUS SUPPLIES - PUBLIC MEETINGS 

PHASE II ESA • 2 PROPERTIES 

COMPREHENSIVE/RISK ASSESSEMENT, RAP, VOLUNTARY CLEAN-UP 

TNRCC REVIEW (VCP) 

MEETINGS WI TNRCC - (21 

BROWNFIELDS EDUCATIONAL SEMINAR 

CONTINGENCIES 

TOTAL YEAR TWO 

TOTAL BUDGET 

$800 
$1 ,500 I 

$600 

$800 

$5,000· 

$800' 
$800 ' 
$200• 

$1 ,500 · 
$200 • 

$8,800 • 
$8,800· 
$1,200 • 

$30,000" 

$4,000 

$4,000 

$69,000 

$1 ,000 
$2,000~ 

$600• 

$60,000 " 

$47,500 

$10,000 

$1,900 

$4,000 

$4,000 

$131,000 

$200,000 



~~~~~~~~~city of Houston Brownfields Redevelopment Program 

VALUE ADDED BY FEDERAL SUPPORT 

The $200,000 EPA Brownfields grant will be used to transform our model for brownfields 
redevelopment into reality . These funds will be essential t o the effort by the City of Houston to bring 
together the differing segments of the community necessary for this multi-stakeholder activity to 
succeed; the funds will serve as a unifying force among these various components of the community. 

This grant will primarily fund two efforts: community education and site redevelopment . Specifically, 
the grant will fund the following activities: 

Community Education Efforts 
+ Publish and distribute quarterly multi-lingual newsletter, 
+ Provide technical seminars and workshops to community stakeholders and local media. 
+ Convene community meetings, 
+ Participate in ongoing educational efforts by the EEC Neighborhood Centers and zone-wide 

town hall meetings. 

The governance structure of the EEC includes the commitment to create a process for timely 
information flow to as many residents/stakeholders as possible. Frequent town hall meetings will be 
held. Information will be sent .via the Internet to neighborhood information centers. EEC benefit 
brochures will be printed and widely distributed. 

Site Development Efforts 
+ Establish Land Redevelopment Committee, 
+ Establish communication among real estate, financial. technical, governmental and community 

groups, 
+ Inventory prospective sites within the EEC, 
+ Develop market analysis to identify potentially valuable brownfields properties, 
+ Select and evaluate candidate properties that complement existing neighborhood revitalization 

efforts, 
+ Select pilot project and apply the proposed model process to redevelop the property. 

The City of Houston will interface with USEPA Region VI during the brownfield evaluation and eventual 
clean-up efforts. Specifically, EPA ·expertise will be utilized for regulatory assistance and risk 
assessment evaluation. 

Without the EPA support funds, these unique activities could not occur under existing funding 
opportunities. The funds will serve as a catalyst for the combined efforts of the community to focus 
on brownfields re::ievel.lpmen:. The~e suppcrt fur.cis will leverage additional resources from multiple 
city departments. 

For companies moving into or near the EEC, ·Houston w ill be able to offer Section 108 loans to 
qualified applicants for use in economic development and housing projects. Houston has $175 million 
of Section 108 loan Guarantee Authority that will be targeted to the redevelopment of the EEC. These 
loans can provide lower interest rates and fund projects that might not otherwise obtain adequate 
funding. 
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/ I; u 
City of Houston 

City Council 
Housing Initiatives Committee 

Gordon Quan 
City Council Member At Large Position 2 

Chair 
Carol Galloway - District B 
Ada Edwards -District D 
Mark Ellis- District F 

Carol Alvarado - District I 
Annise Parker - At Large Pos. l 
Michael Berry - At Large Pos. 4 

Agenda 
Thursday, November 20, 2003 

10:00 AM 
City Hall Council Chambers 

901 Bagby, 2"d Floor 
Houston, TX 

r'~~~ J~~ Cl"l R · d 'bl d . f R I . . . d I b H jf'l/ ..,. r 
1
/ v . ev1ew an poss1 e recommen atron o a esc uuon approvmg Issuance an sa e y ouston 

~ tP(\)
1 ;L U Housing Finance Corporation of two series of~-exempt mult_i~~ily hous~n.g r~venue bonds in 

"l . \ S., ./ an aggregate amount not to exceed-$9,000,000 JP' finance acqmsJtiOn, rehabiiJtatJon and 
-t ~v~ l. 

1
¥qJ ' equipping ofSterlingshire Apartments. The development will resu lt in the rehabil itation of200 

v ~wilyvQ affordable hous ing units. 

t" ~:J IJ 
, / 2. Rev iew and possible recommendation of a Resolution approving issuance and sale by Houston 

Housing Finance Corporation of a tax-exempt multifamily housing mortgage revenue bonds in an 
aggregate amount not to exceed~IS,OOO,OOO toftnance acquisition, construction and equipping 
of Little Nell Apanments. The development will result in the construction of278 affordable 
housing units. 

Review and possible recommendation of a Resolution approving issuance and sale by Houston 
Housing Finance Corporation of a tax-exempt multifamily housing mortgage revenue bonds in an 
aggregate amount not to exceed($12,500,00..Q..!9Jinance acquisition, construct ion and equipping 
ofParkside Park Point Apartrne~e development will result in the construction of260 
affordable hous ing units. 

Review and possible recommendation of an Ordinance authorizing and approving a contract 
between the City of Houston and Cloudbreak Houston, LLC and/or United States Veterans 
Initiative for assistance in the acguisition ~d renovation of prope!1Y located at 4640 M ain Street. 
The property is to be converted into ~unit facillt)/)!O house homeless 'Teterans, individuals 
affected by I-llY I AIDS and provide other supportive services. 

\ 
1 1 1Ld 1 ;'b / n ~ ' ( 1 

I .. :./ I 



, / 5. Review and possible recommendation of an Ordinance authorizing and approving a fi rst 
amendment to a Grant Agreement between the City of Houston and A Caring Safe Place, Inc. 
The purpose of the Houston amendment is to provide additional funding for the construction of a 
20-bed HIV/AIDS transitional housing facility to be located at 1804 Carr Street. 

v/ 
6. Review and possible recommendation an Ordinance authorizing and approving a contract 

between the City of Houston and Primrose Houston 7 Housing, L.P. for assistance in the 
construction of a development containing 280 multifami ly housing units for seniors to be located 
at 51 00 Airline Drive. 

\
/ 7. Discuss ion of Land Assemblage Redevelopment Authority (LARA) implementation and Board 

Selection; Stephen Tinnermon, Chief of Staff, Mayor's Office 

8. Dis~uss th~-feasibility of developing the City of Houston owned proper~ located at 150 I V 
Webster. -------- - __ __--

9. Discuss the City of Houston's support of the U. S. Green Building Counci l - Greater Houston 
Chapter and consideration of a City of Houston resolution supporting the Leadership in Energy & 
E nvironmental Design (LEEDS). 

10. Discuss and review the Voluntary Visitability Ordinance that will reimburse Developer(s)/ 
Builder(s) up to $400 for building an affordable home with Visitability features as defined by the 
ordinance. 

11 . Discuss the concentration policy of publicly assisted and/or publicly provided units in the City of 
Houston, and their geographic location(s) by Council Districts. 

12. Public comment(s) 

Action may be taken on any of the above items. 

cc: All Council Members 
Marty Stein, Agenda Director, Mayor's Office 
Daisy Stiner, Director, Housing & Community Development 
Paul Bibler, Senior Assistant City Attorney, Legal Department 
John Bales, Director Public Safety & Drug Policy/Home Land Security 
Madeleine Appel, City Controller's Office 
Carol Herrera, Municipal Channel 

2 



10/ 03103 09:46 FAX 713 ~ · ~ 1049 TSU L;\W SCHOOL ~016 

,. . 
£X.3 

ENVIRONMENTAL LAW AND JUSTICE CENTER 

September 19, 2003 

THURGOOD MARSHALL SCHOOL OF LAW 
3100 CJebume Avenue 
Hou111011, Te"Xu 'n004 

RE: Open RecQrds Act Request; 1501 Webster 

Alice Lee 
Office of Mayor Pro-Tern Gordon Quan 
City of Houston 
P. 0 . Box 1562 
Housto~ TX 77251-1562 

Dear Ms. Hill: 

llJ · Jll-1019- O FFJCC 
1JJ . lLl-1~9 · PAX 

Enclosed. please find check no. 2420, in the amount of Ctne dollar and fifty cents (S\1.50) 
to reimburse the city for copy charges associated with the above-referencec Open Records 
Act Request. 

If you need anything further, please do not hesitate to contact rne 

Regards, 

/?fYJ7?~__.V"'-· ·-t_l __ _ 
t/ ~ht,Bsq. 

Director 

Enclosure 



U / OJ t OS 09:45 FAX 7 13 ~-3 l049 

SEP. - 26' 03 (PRl) 09:59 

HP OfficeJet G Series I 8S 
Personal Printer/Fa:~t/~icr/ Seanuer 

.Lw..F..u 

~ I1.mt ~ lderulfication 

Sep25 3:18pm Sene 97133131049 

TSU LAW SCBOOL 

TEL: S 

Fax-History Repon for 
Alice Lee 
713-437-6861 
Sep 25 2003 :>: l9pm 

IS ration fiW ~ 

0:00 0 No artswer 

p OJ! 



10/ 0 3103 09:45 FAX 713 ~ 1 3 1049 TSU LAW SCHOOL 

S£P. -26'03(PR! l 09 :59 

Rideaux 

From; 
sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

Good Morninq Hs. Y&t 

Rideaux. NzlnQa • CNL 
uerodily, August 05, 2003 11:29 AM 

'Hatticr, Marilyn' 
Rideaux. Nzlnga - CNL 
RE. s rowrrfleld Development ln Houston 

ier~ 

I 
@014 

TEL : 5 P. OJ 1 

Thank~ ! o:t.· the e-ma~ 
G~~dy' ~ Hous~ and Rc 
Council Member ~da E 
~ntQrQS tGd in pureha 
abou t i~ that mQet in 
M~ . ROU 5e I look fo 

it was a p leasure J1teetin9 you a!S we ll in t.he l'lQI!'t:ing we h ac:l with !-1a. 
. IIIII ot t he treodman's Town A$soci~tion on T~esdoy July 15th w~ ~h 
wa~~irst point of c l ari!icatlon to your e · na l l The ci t y is not 
1ng ~ny po~lution COV$rage for the said pro perty t hat Ms. House spo<e 
. Thanks for t alking with me on yestu~d•y in re9ards to r esponding ~o 
~rd to ~eceivinq c copy o£ th•t re~pon~e. 

I f you hav e a~y ques 
nzinga. rid~aux@ci:yo 

~hanks again and m~k 

Nz~nqa Rideaux 
Community Liaison 
Oistric~ D Off ioo 

- - - - - Or i gina l Mes~eg 
~rom: Hat cier , Maril 
SGl\t: E'riday, Auqust 
To: 'nzinga .ride~ux@ 
Subjeee: B:ownfiQld 

Nzlnoa: It was a p l 
engineering reports 
in purchasing pollu t 
nice wel!lkend . 

c all me a~ 113-247·3325 or e-mail rnQ at 

.i.t 3 grea"t; d ay . 

[mailt c: Ms~ilyn . ~attieraAIG.coml 
01, 2003 2:09 PM 
i tyofhouston.net' 
evelopmQnt in Houston 

asure to meet with ycu. Please torw•r.d any & all 
1th r eqard to ~he sitQ that the Ci t y may b e !nt~ rested 

l~n•se I, ~1 ' any remed1at1on reports). Ha vQ ~ 

For additional infor ation, specimen policy !or~1s and application s, pleas~ 
visit our web site a www.oHgenviro nrnen-:.al. eom 

Marilyn M. Hattior 
Brancl:i Manager 
Micldl e/Comroerci~l 
AIG Enviro~~ental 
( 7131 268-3731 
( 713 } 268-87 66 
E -1-iai l : marilyn. hat~ · e.r8a1g . eom 

CON~IDENTIAL: Th9 i n 
confidential. I f yo 
or dissem~nate thg i 
beli.e .. ·eci to be .free 
computer ~y5tem i nt o 
respo~sibllity of t 
responsib11i~y 
loss or damage ar~•i 

ormation in this ern•il (and any attachments ) is 
•~Q not the i ntended reeipien~, you must not read, use 

formation. Although this ema~l and a ny a t tachments ~ re 
t •my viru!!l or other defect: that might a f fect cny 
which it is rec~ived and opened, it i s the 

r ecipient t o ensurs t hat it is virus f ree an~ no 
ept ed by AmerLc~n lnternat~onal Group, Inc . tor any 
9 in any w~y tram its u••· 

1 
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CITY OF HOUSTON 
?est Office Box 1562 Hounon, Te>eos 77251 · 1562 

Le e P. Brown. Moyer 

CllY COUJ.ICil t>.IEMSERS: Bruc• lclro lchce4 J. YO<tHo~Jgt\ MC!Itl;l J. \IIQng Jew Oot'l lof\ey. Jr. Rob To<ld Roy f . 01~011 J80f\ Kerley fell~ f rog c 
Jonn e. C o,l!IIO Annlse 0 . Porker Joe lloor;:h OrlolldO Sonehet Cl'lrll ktl Carrell G. ROtllnltm CITY CONT~OLLER : Svi~IQ tl . Go rGic 

enter of Stotr 
Olfl..,. or ln. htgyor 

Freedmen's Town sociation, lnc. 
I 017 West Dallas 

Attn: Ms. Gladys . House 
CEO /Prest 

JIMMil SCWtNDEWOU:. P.L 

February 3, 1998 

Ref: a.ted January 26, 1998 
ster 

Dear Ms. House: 

Dlrec:lcr ol Public 

Wor\UI 6 llnglnMIIng 

As. you are aware ough previous letters &om us, the Facilit1es Division has undertaken 
n um erous actjvitics over the past 24 months at 1501 W. Webster. We have performed several 
environmental inv ligations, abandoned a water well. and completed the removal of stuface and 
near sub-surface co crete at this site. All of these activities were performed in preparation to 
enter this site into tll e Texas Nitu:ral Rtsoo.ree Conservation Commission's (INRCC) Voluntary 

! 
Cleanup Program 1CP). . 

On September 17, 997. the City submitted l fomud RppliclltiCin f c:r ~c.ceptance of 1501 W. 
Webster into the T CC's Voluntary Cleanup Program. The TNJ:tCC's coordinator for this 
project was Mr. B n Ellington, (512) 239-2253. On Oetober20, 1997, the City received notice 
from the TNRCC at a · are orCOmpldiau woultrbe issued for the site uDder the. VO 
On December 11, 1 97, the certificat.e was is: cued and, O\l"'""P't"bruary Z~ 1998, was filed with the 
Harris County Real Proptnt:y Records Office as requ ~ Lly the TNRCC. A copy of the 
certificate is attaCb. d for your Lnformation. 

In mid-November, request to lease the Webster Street property was received by the City':~ Real 
Estate Division. A month-to-month rental agreement between the c;ty and JMG Builders 
.Lim \ted was execu ed on December 30, 1 997. Under this agreement, tho property is being used 
for the short-term orage ofbuilding materillls us~d in conjunction with the Live Oak Project 
located in the Mid· own an~a . 
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Ms. Gladys HoWle 
February 2, 1998 
Page two 

·'l'EL: 5 

Regarding fut:ure us of the site, we understand that you are working with Mr. Al Calloway in the 
Mayor's Office. W suggest that you continue to deal with h im on this matter. 

JDG(o~L~sf 
cc: AJ Calloway!- Mayor's Office 

ftrnmie SchtJtdewoJf. P .E. 
Richard c. SFOtt. P .E. 
Wendell L Barnes, P .E. 
Nancy P. C o tins, Bsq. 
Gail Johnso • Bsq. 
Earl Travis - H&HS 
Richard Vel - H&HS 
Anne Day, q . - Legal 
James Tipps- HC&D 
Michael H 'n- HC&D 

Sinc~y. vx~-r~ 

J~rubbs,P.E. 
Assistant Director, Facilities Division 
Department of Public Works & Engineering 

p 009 



Gordon Quan 
Council Member at Large Posi tion 2 

March 19, 2004 

Ms. Gladys M. House 
Freedmen' s Town Association, Inc. 
1320 Robin St., Ste. A 
Houston, TX 77019 
Fax: (713) 739-9413 

Re: 1501 West Webster 

Dear Ms. House: 

Committees: 

Cha11. Counc11 Committee on Elh1cs 
Chair, Neighborhoods, Housing and 

RedevelOpment 
VJCe Cha1r, Fiscal Affa1rs 
Member, Qua lity of Ufe 

My apologies for not responding sooner. I have conducted research on your request to 
transfer the above property to the Freedmen's Town Association for development as 
affordable housing. After careful review, I must recommend against this transfer for 
the following reasons: 

I . The certificate which the Texas Natural Resource Conservation Commission 
(TNRCC) issued on December 9, 1997, f16es not protect the City ofHousron 
from:rotcntialliabiJi ty for environnrental claims or suits brought by third 

anies. 

2. Inquiry was made to Tina Paquet in the Finance and Administration Department 
concerning the possibility of securing insurance against these claims. Ms. 
Paquet advises such cost would be prohibitive. 

3. The property was originally acquired using Federal CDBG funds for a nutrition 
cemer. Our Legal Department advises that any change in use would require a 
public hearing as well as a determination of whether the proposed future use is 
CDBG-eligible. 

4 . 1 have further been advised that the Freedmen' s Town Association has filed for 
Chapter 11 Bankruptcy protection on October 8, 2002, under Case No. 02-
41 754. I would not recommend that the City of Houston enter into a transaction 
with an entity in bankruptcy. 

5. Court records further indicate three individuals who had purchased homes from 
the Freedmen's Town Association sued the association alleging construction 
defects, fraud, deceptive tr ade practices and breach on warranty. These 

Mailing: P.O. Box 1562 • Houston, Texas 77251·1562 • Physical: 900 Bagby, First Floor • Houston. Texas 77002 
Ph· 713.247.2013 • Fax: 713.247.2580 • www.cityofhouston.gov • E-mail: atlarge2@c•tyofhouston.net 



individuals secured judgments in the sum of$60,769.45 against the Freedmen's 
Town Association. 

Because of continuing environmental concerns, I believe that the property in question is 
not suitable for development as affordable housing. Additionally, based on past 
performance, the Freedmen' s Town Association has not demonstrated an ability to 
develop quality housing. 

ill White 
·nistrative Officer Anthony Hall 

Ct A omey, Arturo Michel 
Counctl Member Ada Edwards 
Council Member Shelley Sekula-Gibbs 
Council Member Carol Galloway 
Council Member M1 Khan 
Council Member Ronald Green 
Council Member Pam Holm 
Council Member Toni Lawrence 



FREEDMEN'S TOWN ASSOCIATION, INC. 
"Preserving and Restoring Freedmen's Town, Houston's Oldest Black Neighborhood" 

1320 Robin Street, Suite A • Houston, Texas 77019 
713-739-941 4 Fax: 713-739-9413 

March 24, 2004 

Gordon Quan 
Council Member at Large Position 2 
City ofHouston 
901 Bagby Street 
Houston, Texas 77002 

RE: March 19, 2004 Letter 

DearMr. Quan: 

I am disappointed in your letter and wish to respond to each o f your reasons for recommending 
against the transfer o f 1501 West Webster to Freedmen' s Town Association, Inc. (FTA) as the 
City of Houston initially committed nearly 10 years ago. 

l . The Texas Natural Resource Conservation Corrunission issued its certification that was clearly 
sufficient for councilmembers to approve, unanimously in committee, conveyance of the said 
property to FTA during the chairmanship of then councilmember Jew Don Boney. The same 
certification was also sufficient for the City ofHouston' s Department of Housing and Community 
Development that drafted earnest money contracts with FT A. It is also the same certification you 
had requested. 

2. Tina Paquet in the Finance and Administration Department is seriously mistaken on the cost of 
insurance being prohibitive. Councilmember Ada Edwards, Min. Samuel H Smith and 1 met with 
AIG's representatives and concluded the insurance would not be prohibitive and not even the 
burden ofthe city but homebuyers. In fact, AIG said 1501 West Webster was no problem 
considering real environmental projects it ensures such as the new Federal Reserve Bank of Dallas 
building under construction now in Freedman's Town. 

3. The city did acquire the said site using federal CDBG funds for a nutrition center in Freedman' s 
Town that never happened. You say any change in use would require a public hearing. Well, no 
public hearing was held when the city transferred the said funds into the Palm Cen1er project . We 
were promised that our funds would be returned to Freedman's Town but that never happened. 

4 . [am weU aware of your source regarding FTA' s having had taken protection under chapter 11 . 
FTA has always been under attack for standing to protect and preserve F reedman's Town. It 
operates business as u sual. You should know better being an attomey. Also, Hou-Tex 



Page 3 Mr. Gordon Quan, Councilmember at Large, Position 2 
Wed , March 24, 2004 

Len wood Johnson 
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